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July	4,	2018:	All	about	Legal	Services	Authority	Act	,1987	By	Roopali	Lamba	(Download	PDF)	The	Author,	Roopali	Lamba	is	a	3rd	Year	student	of	Chander	Prabhu	Jain	College	of	Higher	Studies	and	School	of	Law.	She	is	currently	interning	with	LatestLaws.com.	Introduction	:-	An	act	to	constitute	legal	services	authorities	to	provide	free	and
competent	legal	services	to	the	weaker	sections	of	society	to	ensure	that	opportunities	for	securing	justice	are	not	denied	to	any	citizen	by	reason	of	economic	or	other	disabilities	and	to	organize	Lok	Adalats	to	secure	the	operation	of	the	legal	system	promotes	justice	on	the	basis	of	equal	opportunity.	Q1.	When	was	this	act	enacted	and	is	it
applicable	to	whole	India	?	Ans.	This	Act	was	enacted	by	the	Parliament	in	the	Thirty-Eighth	year	of	the	Republic	of	India	.	Yes	this	Act	is	applicable	in	whole	India	except	the	state	of	Jammu	and	Kashmir.	Q2.	What	is	the	Constitution	of	National	Legal	Services	Authority	/	Central	Authority?	Also	explain	the	constitution	ofÃ	Â	Supreme	Court	Legal
Services	Committee.	Ans.	National	Legal	Services	Authority	Central	Government	constitute	a	Body	to	be	called	as	National	Legal	Services	Authority	.	It	shall	consist	of	-	The	Chief	justice	Of	India	who	shall	be	the	Patron	¢ÃÂÂin-	Chief.	A	serving	or	retired	Judge	of	Supreme	Court	of	India	to	be	nominated	by	the	President	,	in	consultation	with	Chief
Justice	Of	India	,	who	shall	be	Executed	Chairman	.	Such	members	of	other	members	possessing	such	experience	and	qualifications	as	may	be	prescribed	by	the	Central	Government	to	be	Nominated	by	Government	.	The	Central	Government	shall	appoint	a	person	to	be	Member	¢ÃÂÂSecretary	of	the	Central	Authority	.	Supreme	Court	Legal	Services
Committee	The	Central	Authority	shall	constitute	a	Committee	to	be	called	as	Supreme	Court	Legal	Services	Committee	.	It	shall	consist	of	:-	A	sitting	judge	of	Supreme	Court	who	shall	be	the	Chairman	Such	member	of	other	members	such	experience	and	qualifications	as	maybe	prescribed	by	the	Central	Government	The	Chief	Justice	Of	India	shall
appoint	a	Secretary	to	the	Committee	The	Committee	may	appoint	such	member	of	officers	and	other	employees	as	prescribed	by	the	Central	Government	.	Q3.	What	are	the	functions	of	NALSA?	1.	To	lay	down	policies	and	principles	for	making	Legal	Services	available	under	the	provisions	of	the	Act.	To	frame	the	most	effective	and	economical
schemes	for	the	purpose	of	making	the	legal	services	available	under	this	act.	To	utilise	the	funds	at	its	disposal	and	make	appropriate	allocations	of	funds	to	the	State	authorities	and	District	authorities	To	take	necessary	steps	by	way	of	social	justice	litigation	with	regard	to	consumer	protection	,environmental	protection	or	any	other	matter	of
special	concern	to	the	weaker	sections	of	the	society	and	for	this	purpose	give	special	training	to	legal	workers	To	organise	legal	aid	camps	specially	on	rural	areas	,slums	or	labour	colonies	with	the	dual	purpose	of	educating	weaker	sections	of	society	as	to	their	rights	as	well	as	encouraging	of	settling	their	disputes	through	Lok	Adalats.	To
encourage	the	settlement	of	Disputes	by	ways	of	negotiation,	conciliation	and	arbitration	To	undertake	and	promote	research	in	the	field	of	legal	services	with	special	references	to	need	for	such	services	among	poor	To	do	all	things	necessary	for	the	purpose	of	ensuring	commitment	to	the	fundamental	duties	of	the	citizens.	To	monitor	and	evaluate
the	implementation	of	the	legal	aid	problems	at	specific	periodical	intervals	for	independent	evaluation	of	programmes	and	schemes	implemented.	To	provide	grants	in	aid	for	specific	schemes	to	various	voluntary	social	services	institutes	working	at	grass	root	level	specially	amongst	SC	and	ST,	women	and	rural	and	urban	labour.	To	develop
programmes	for	clinical	legal	education	and	promote	guidance	and	supervise	the	establishment	and	working	of	services	clinics	in	universities,	law	colleges	,	etc.	Q4.	What	is	the	constitution	of	State	Legal	Services	Authority?	And	also	state	about	High	Court	Legal	Services	Authority?	Ans.	In	every	State	a	State	Legal	Services	Authority	is	constituted	to
give	effect	to	the	policies	and	directions	of	the	Central	Authority	(NALSA)	and	to	give	legal	services	to	the	people	and	conduct	Lok	Adalats	in	the	State.	State	Legal	Services	Authority	is	headed	by	the	Chief	Justice	of	the	State	High	Court	who	is	its	Patron-in-Chief.	A	serving	or	retired	Judge	of	the	High	Court	is	nominated	as	its	Executive	Chairman.
High	Court	State	Legal	Services	include	a	Chairman	who	is	a	sitting	High	Court	judge,	members	to	be	nominated	by	Chief	Justice	of	High	Court	,	a	Secretary	Q5.	What	are	the	functions	of	State	Authority	?	Ans.	The	functions	are	-:	To	give	legal	services	to	person	who	deserve	it.	To	conduct	Lok	Adalats	To	undertake	preventive	and	strategic	legal	aid
programmes.	Q6.	What	is	the	constitution	and	functions	of	District	Authority	?	Ans.	District	Legal	Services	Authority	is	constituted	in	every	District	to	implement	Legal	Aid	Programmes	and	Schemes	in	the	District.	The	District	Judge	of	the	District	is	its	ex-officio	Chairman.	Functions	:-	To	co-ordinate	the	activities	of	Taluk	Legal	Services	Committee
and	other	legal	services	in	the	district.	To	conduct	Lok	Adalats	in	the	district.	Q7.	What	is	the	constitution	of	Taluk	Legal	Service	Committee	and	state	its	functions	?	Ans.	Taluk	Legal	Services	Committees	are	also	constituted	for	each	of	the	Taluk	or	Mandal	or	for	group	of	Taluk	or	Mandals	to	coordinate	the	activities	of	legal	services	in	the	Taluk	and
to	organise	Lok	Adalats.	Every	Taluk	Legal	Services	Committee	is	headed	by	a	senior	Civil	Judge	operating	within	the	jurisdiction	of	the	Committee	who	is	its	ex-officio	Chairman.	Functions-:	To	coordinate	the	activities	of	legal	services	in	the	taluk.	To	organise	Lok	Adalts	with	taluk	What	are	the	criteria	for	the	granting	of	legal	services	under	this	Act?
Ans.	Persons	who	have	the	right	to	legal	services	under	this	Act	are:	To	a	member	of	the	planned	or	planned	Tribe	A	victim	of	human	trafficking	or	beggars	to	women	and	children	A	person	with	disabilities	A	person	victim	of	mass	disasters,	ethnic	violence,	caste	atrocities,	flooding,	drought,	earthquake	or	industrial	disaster.	To	a	person	in	custody,
including	custody	in	protective	houses	such	as	youth	house	etc.	To	a	person	whose	annual	income	is	less	than	9	thousand	rupees	as	prescribed	by	the	State	Government	and	12	thousand	rupees	as	prescribed	by	the	central	government.	Q9.	What	is	Lok	Adalat?	Ans.	Lok	Adalat	is	one	of	the	alternative	dispute	resolution	mechanisms	in	India,	it	is	a
forum	where	pending	or	pre-proceding	cases	in	a	law	court	are	resolved.	They	were	given	legal	status	under	the	Law	on	Legal	Service	Authorities,	1987.	Pursuant	to	this	law,	the	Lok	Adalat	(Decision)	award	is	considered	a	decree	of	a	civil	court	and	is	definitive	and	binding	for	all	parties	and	no	action	against	that	award	is	before	any	court	of	law.	If
the	parties	are	not	satisfied	with	the	Lok	Adalat	award	(although	there	is	no	provision	for	an	appeal	against	that	award),	they	are	free	to	initiate	the	litigation	by	approaching	the	appropriate	court	of	jurisdiction.	Q10.	What	is	the	composition	of	Lok	Adalat?	Ans.	Central,	State,	District	and	Taluk	Legal	Services	Authority	was	created	that	are
responsible	for	the	organization	of	Lok	Adalats	at	such	intervals	and	place.	Lok	Adalat	consists	of:-	A	service	or	judicial	officials	Or	other	persons	as	prescribed	by	the	Central	Authority	or	the	State	Authority	or	by	the	District	Authority	The	nature	of	the	cases	presented	in	Lok	Adalat	is:a	question	which	falls	within	the	jurisdiction	referred	to	in	the
case,	and	is	not	filed	before	any	tribunal	in	which	Lok	Adalat	is	organized	Q11.	What	are	they?	of	cases	by	Lok	Adalat?	By	consent	of	both	the	parties	to	the	disputes	One	of	the	parties	makes	an	application	for	reference.	Where	the	Court	is	satisfied	that	the	matter	is	an	appropriate	one	to	be	taken	cognizance	of	by	the	Lok	Adalat.	Compromise
settlement	shall	be	guided	by	the	principles	of	justice,	equity,	fair	play	and	other	legal	principles	Where	no	compromise	has	been	arrived	at	through	conciliation,	the	matter	shall	be	returned	to	the	concerned	court	for	disposal	in	accordance	with	Law.	Q12.	Explain	the	concept	of	award	in	Lok	Adalat	?	Ans.	After	the	agreement	is	arrived	by	the	consent
of	the	parties,	award	is	passed	by	the	conciliators.	The	matter	need	not	be	referred	to	the	concerned	Court	for	consent	decree.	The	Act	provisions	envisages	as	under:	Every	award	of	Lok	Adalat	shall	be	deemed	as	decree	of	Civil	Court	Every	award	made	by	the	Lok	Adalat	shall	be	final	and	binding	on	all	the	parties	to	the	dispute.	3.	No	appeal	shall	lie
from	the	award	of	the	Lok	Adalat.	Q13.	What	are	the	powers	of	Lok	Adalat	?	Ans	.	To	summon	and	enforce	the	attendance	of	any	witness	and	examining	him	on	oath	To	discover	and	produce	any	document	The	reception	of	evidence	on	affidavits	The	requisitioning	of	any	public	record	or	document	or	copy	of	such	record	or	document	from	any	court	or
office.	Lok	adalat	shall	have	requisite	power	to	specify	its	own	procedure	for	the	determination	of	any	dispute	coming	before	it	.	Q14.	What	are	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	Lok	Adalat	?	Ans.	Advantages	:-	Lok	Adalat	are	meant	for	conciliated	settlement	of	disputes	outside	court	which	is	what	most	of	our	people	like	if	the	matter	allows	for	this
kind	of	settlement.	There	is	a	fear	among	a	large	number	of	people	about	taking	disputes	to	court,	not	just	about	delay	in	getting	justice	but	also	for	financial	reasons.	In	fact,	one	of	the	reasons	for	the	formation	of	Lok	Adalat	or	people¢ÃÂÂs	court	is	to	provide	fair	and	uncomplicated	justice	The	private	section	financially	of	our	company.	Although	the
government	provides	legal	aid	to	the	poor,	there	is	the	fear	of	monetary	loss	during	the	period	of	time,	which	is	why	most	people	prefer	Lok	Adalat.Family	disputes	such	as	the	acquisition	of	properties	and	marriage	issues	are	much	better	and	more	fast	resolved	by	these	Adalat	Lok	than	the	courts.	Although	there	are	family	courts	for	these	issues,
people	would	always	prefer	a	settlement	outside	the	court	and	fairly	and	rightly	that	it	is	delivered	well	by	Lok	Adalat.	Save	time	and	expenses	and	it	is	also	easier	for	the	parties	to	make	their	requests,	which	is	not	the	case	in	which	the	question	is	in	court	and	the	witnesses	are	afraid	of	being	involved	in	legal	issues.	The	number	of	cases	that	require
jurisdiction	is	increasing	at	an	alarming	rhythm	and	let's	face	it	-	we	have	a	very	inadequate	number	of	courts	and	judges	in	our	country	of	what	we	require,	which	leads	to	a	useless	delay	even	in	small	cases.	If	more	people	could	understand	the	meaning	of	Lok	Adalat	and	resort	to	them	to	facilitate	disputes,	there	would	be	minor	suspended	cases	in
the	files	that	have	collected	dust	for	years	in	court.	Lok	Adalat	can	be	a	decent	supplement	to	the	work	of	the	courts	and	can	contribute	to	justice	in	a	positive	way	only	if	awareness	has	increased	and	people	are	encouraged	to	opt	for	them.	For	illiterate	and	the	poor	there	are	even	more	advantages	to	bring	things	to	Lok	Adalat.	The	procedures	are
conducted	more	quickly	and	in	simple	provisions	and	even	in	local	languages.	There	is	no	absolute	need	of	supporters	of	the	victim	and	prisoner,	who	may	prefer	their	cases	pleaded	by	the	lawyer	or	simply	speak	directly	to	the	judge	of	the	matter.	This	is	not	a	possibility	in	ehc	ehc	taladA	koL	ad	otlosir	eneiv	osac	li	odnauq	etrap	alla	etasrobmir
onognev	eseps	el	,elanubirt	ni	otatneserp	¨Ã	osac	li	es	ehcnA	.onrut	orol	li	avirra	odnauq	atlov	anu	olos	onognetto	etlovnioc	enosrep	el	e	osac	li	acilppus	anosrep	azret	anu	iuc	ni	ot	etatiseh	t	nod	.tnemecnuonorp	lanif	rof	talada	kol	ot	drawrof	enituor	ni	delttes	ydaerla	was	hcihw	sesac	eht	yltsom	.stnagitil	neewteb	erocs	eht	elttes	ot	yrt	sreciffo	laiciduj



wef	ylno	tub	.sesac	♪It	is	a	waste	of	time	and	money	and	to	be	the	system.	Only	regular	presiding	officers	together	with	two	members	one	of	Advocate	and	one	of	the	company	presides	over	the	LOL	Adalat.	On	the	other	hand,	the	permanent	Lok	Adalat	is	issued	under	state	legal	services.	A	retired	session	judge	with	two	members	who	are	retired	from
several	departments.	Only	a	few	civil	issues	can	be	addressed	to	permanent	Lok	Adalat.	As	the	process	of	consumer	modules	is	simple	and	without	judicial	fees.	The	courts	are	open	from	10	to	5	for	every	N	working	days.	But	the	shortage	of	personnel	and	ignorance	of	permanent	people	Lok	Adalat	are	not	very	popular.	Q18.	Is	any	case	of
jurisprudence	related	to	the	meaning	of	Lok	Adalat?	Ans.	Abdul	Hasan	and	National	Legal	Services	Authority	vs.	Delhi	Vidyut	Board	and	others	the	signatory	filed	a	petition	written	before	the	High	Court	of	Delhi	for	the	restoration	of	electricity	in	its	premises,	which	was	disconnected	from	the	Delhi	Vidyut	Board	(DVB)	due	to	the	non-payment	of	the
invoice.	By	the	way,	the	complaints	of	citizens	were	not	only	limited	to	DVB,	but	also	directed	against	state	agencies	such	as	DDA,	Municipal	Corporation,	MTNL,	GIC	and	other	bodies,	court	communications	were	directed	to	be	released	to	NALSA	and	Delhi	State	Service	Legal	Authority	Legal	Authority	Legal	Authority	Legal	Authorities	.	His	lordship
honored	Mr.	Justice	Anil	Dev	Singh	passed	the	order	giving	indications	to	the	permanent	Lok	Adalat	institution.	The	academic	observations	of	your	lordship	Mr.	Justice	Anil	Dev	Singh	deserve	special	praise	and	are	worthy	of	note.	It	will	be	profitable	to	reproduce	the	important	text	and	abstract	from	this	judgment,	which	should	be	an	eye	for	all	of	us.
It	should	also	guide	everyone's	consciousness,	as	there	is	a	growing	need	to	make	Lok	Adalat's	movement	isaislauq	isaislauq	a	itnavad	elagel	otnemidecorp	nu	o	osac	nu	errudnoc	id	itacovva	ilged	izivres	ia	isrettemrep	onossop	non	ehc	esongosib	e	erevop	enosrep	ella	otiutarg	elagel	oizivres	nu	erinrof	acilpmi	elagel	aznetsissa'L	.snA	?atiutarg	elagel
aznetsissa'l	¨Ã	lauQ	.91Q	etnenamrep	acitsirettarac	court	or	any	other	authority.	image	source:
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